CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Thursday 15 September
08:30 - 09:00 Registration
Opening session
9:00 Welcome address (Maja Ravnikar, director of National Institute of Biology, Špela Baebler, president of the
organizing comitee)
9:15 Opening lecture: Maria J. Pozo: Beneficial microbes enhance plant phenotypic and metabolic plasticity to
cope with stress

Session 1: Applied plant biology research and agronomy applications (chairs: Alessandra di Francesco &
Saša Širca)

9:50 Alessandra di Francesco: Aureobasidium pullulans as an alternative and sustainable strategy in agriculture
(IL1)
10:20 Nina Devrnja: Characterization of β-cyclodextrin - fennel and basil essential oil inclusion complexes and
effect on Colorado potato beetle growth (SL1)

10:35 - 11:05 Coffee break & posters
11:05 Saša Širca: Belatedly - climate changes affects the spread of tropical pests in agriculture (IL2)
11:35 Denis Kutnjak: Virome of tomato, weed plants and water in agroecosystems in Slovenia (SL2)
11:50 Ana Vučurović: Tomato mottle mosaic virus: newly discovered enemy affecting tomatoes and peppers
(SL3)
12:05 Ales Lebeda: Wild and crop plant pathosystem interactions and variation: Case study Lactuca spp. –
Bremia lactucae (SL4)
12:20 Mojca Juteršek: Growth penalty in Nicotiana benthamiana insect sex pheromone biofactories involves
transcriptional deregulation of stress-growth balance (SL5)

12:35 – 13:45 Lunch & posters
Session 2: Plant metabolism, structure and function (chairs: Katarina Vogel-Mikuš & Boris Lazarević)
13:45 Katarina Vogel-Mikuš: Application of X-ray-based techniques in plant biology (IL3)
14:15 Boris Lazarević: Plant phenotyping using chlorophyll fluorescence and multispectral imaging (IL4)
14:45 Maria Müller: Glutathione-mediated plant response to different light intensities and spectra (SL6)
15:00 Anna Gasperl: Glutathione concentrations differ in maize bundle sheath cell compartments, depending
whether sulfur is supplied via hydrogen sulfide (H2S) or sulfate (SL7)

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break & posters
Session 3: Plant interactions with other organisms (chair: Kristina Gruden)
15:45 Sarah Lebeis: Identifying chemicals that drive interactions between plants and microbes during
microbiome assembly (IL5 - online)
16:15 Marko Petek: Assembly of potato endophytes using Nanopore and Illumina sequencing (SL8)
16:30 Zala Kogej: Epidemiology and diversity of 16SrV phytoplasma group infecting grapevine and hazelnut
(SL9)

17:00 Academy of the Slovenian Society of Plant Biology with lectures of the Society Awardees
Marina Dermastia: Years with my society
Dominik Vodinik: Atmospheric drying and plants

18:00 Welcome reception
19:00 Conference Dinner (Gostilna Čad, walking distance to the venue)

Friday 16 September
Session 3: Plant interactions with other organisms (chair: Maria J. Pozo)
9:00 Kristina Gruden: Study of spatial responses in combination with network analysis reveals mechanisms of
potato stress signaling (IL6)
9:30 Maja Križnik: The role of small RNA regulatory networks in tolerance and resistance responses of potato
to potato virus Y infection (SL10)
9:45 Anna Coll: The ethylene response factor StERF49 negatively regulates potato immunity (SL11)
10:00 Andrea Schubert: Leaf sucrose controls grapevine susceptibility to Flavescence Dorée (SL12)
10:15 Katarina Šoln: Allelopathy of invasive Fallopia plants induced oxidative stress in radish seedlings (SL13)

10:30 - 11:30 Coffee break & poster matchmaking
Session 4: Natural ecosystems in changing environment (chair: Marjana Westergren & Silvio Schueler)
11:30 Marjana Westergren: Evolutionary potential in natural populations of forest trees (IL7)
12:00 Silvio Schueler: Phenotypic plasticity and genetic variation in forests trees: understanding drivers and
developing applications for forest adaptation (IL8)
12:30 Tanja Mrak: Response of Quercus pubescens ectomycorrhizal fungi to abiotic changes in the Slovenian
Sub-Mediterranean (SL14)
12:45 Angela Balzano: Plasticity of wood and phloem formation in tree species from drought-prone
environments (SL15)
13:00 Špela Pungaršek: The differentiation and distribution of alpine Luzula sect. Luzula species in the Eastern
Alps (SL16)

13:15 – 14:30 Lunch & posters
Session 5: Plant interactions with environment (chair: Edith Stabentheiner & Mario Pezzotti)
14:30 Edith Stabentheiner: Stressphysiology – the use of stress markers to evaluate oxidative stress (IL9)
15:00 Bekim Gashi: Response of onion plants to oxidative stress induced by heavy metals pollution of soils from
industrial areas in Kosovo (SL17)
15:15 Maruša Pompe Novak: Grapevine in changing environment (SL18)

15:30 - 16:00 Coffee break
Closing session
16:00 Closing lecture: Mario Pezzotti: Grapevine biology in the post-genomics era
16:35 Concluding remarks
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